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Tonight’s Agenda:

• Introductions & MSBA Process Overview

• History of Construction on the HS Site 

• Education Plan & the PDP Report Overview

• Spaces for 21st Century Education

• Design Concept Alternatives

• Timeline & Next Steps





Somervi l le  Free High School  - 1852



The Lat in High School  - 1872



Publ ic  L ibrary- 1880



Engl ish High School  - 1895



Addit ions to Engl ish High School  – est .  1914



Somervi l le  High School  - 1929



Somervi l le  High School  - 1957



Somervi l le  High School  – 1986 to 2015



Blessing of the Bay Boathouse 

Crew

Kennedy School 

J.V. Basketball

Argenziano School Field 

Girl’s Soccer Practice

Ultimate Frisbee

East Somerville Community School

Freshman Basketball

Soccer Practice

Capuano Early Education center
Soccer Practice

Draw Seven
Soccer Field

Somerville High School Field House

Veterans Memorial Hockey Rink

Conway Park

Fall: Football Practice

Spring: Little League

Dilboy Stadium 

Fall: Football

Spring: Track

Trum Field

Spring: Baseball & Softball

Foss Park (DCR)

Fall: Soccer Practice 

Spring: Softball, Ultimate Frisbee 

Field and Venue 
Inventory



4. EVALUATION OF 
EXISTING 
CONDITIONS

4.1 Existing Site Conditions

4.2 Existing Building Conditions

4.3 Existing Structural System 

4.4 Existing Fire Protection System

4.5 Existing Plumbing System

4.6 Mechanical System

4.7 Existing Electrical System

4.8 Existing Food Service Conditions

4.9 Hazardous Materials Report

4.10 Traffic Report

4.11 Geo-Environmental Report (Phase 1)

4.12 Preliminary Geotechnical Report

4.13 Site Environmental Noise Analysis

4.14 Code Compliance Consideration Report

PDP Tab le  o f  Contents
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4.3 Existing Structural System 

4.4 Existing Fire Protection System
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2. EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM DIAGRAM

2.11 Performing Arts Programs

2.12 Physical Education Programs

2.13 Special Education Programs 

2.14 Vocations and Technology Programs

2.15 Narrative description of the types of 
educational activities.

2.16 Transportation Policies

2.17 Functional and Spatial Relationships 

2.18 Security and Visual Access Requirements

PDP Tab le  o f  Contents



Exist ing High School  – 1 st Floor  Program Plan



Not Part of MSBA Program

10% or More < MSBA Space Standards

Not Within a Typical MSBA High School Program

Square Footage Meets MSBA Requirements

Exist ing High School  – MSBA Program Def ic iency Plan





Project Tours:

QUINCY COMPREHENSIVE HS



21st Century Educational Spaces



21 st Century 
Teaching & Learning 

• David Stephen’s slide here



Past / Present?

Teacher-Centric Student-Centric

Passive Learning Active Learning

Classrooms Flexible Learning 

Environments

Conventional 

Technology

1:1 Technology 

Environments

Individual Collaborative

Subject-Based Project-Based

Where are you now?   Where do you want to be?

Goals

Educat ional  Del ivery



21 st Century Teaching & Learning



Somervi l le  STEM Pathways



HIGH

SCHOOL

Transparency:  Hands on 
Engaging Programs

Maker Spaces

Maker School

Student Agency

Comprehensive High School:  

Vis ible & Personal ized Learning



HIGH

SCHOOL
Flexible Furniture

FOCUS ON 

DISTRICT GOALS

USE POWERFUL 

TOOLS

ENGAG THE

COMMUNITY



HIGH

SCHOOL

Academic Classrooms:

900 – 950 square feet
Flexible furniture and environment
Capable of 1:1 Technology environment
Student Centric

Design Partnership/Perkins Eastman



HIGH

SCHOOL

Sciences



HIGH

SCHOOL

Informal Gathering



HIGH

SCHOOL

Student Dining / Cafeteria / 
Student Commons



HIGH

SCHOOL

Student Dining / Servery

Healthy and Inviting Options



HIGH

SCHOOL

Media Center
Learning Commons



HIGH

SCHOOL

Media Center
Learning Commons



Auditor ia  and Arts

50% of student population or 750 max
Multipurpose:
Drama, Band, Choral & Orchestral



HIGH

SCHOOL
Lecture Hall



Fine Arts Academy
The Art of STEAM



HIGH

SCHOOL

Enrichment: Music

USE POWERFUL 

TOOLS

ENGAG THE

COMMUNITY

1,500 SF
Acoustically isolated
Acoustically appropriate



HIGH

SCHOOL

Enrichment: Art

USE POWERFUL 

TOOLS

ENGAG THE

COMMUNITY

1,200 SF
Multipurpose
Appropriately daylit



HIGH

SCHOOL

Special Education
Life Skills



HIGH

SCHOOL

Gymnasium:

12,000 – 18,000 SF
Multipurpose
Appropriately daylit



HIGH

SCHOOL

Gymnasium: Climbing Wall

12,000 square feet
Community Resource



HIGH

SCHOOL

Alternative PE



HIGH

SCHOOL

Teacher Planning / Collaboration



HIGH

SCHOOL

Secure Welcoming Entry / 
Administration



Sustainability



HIGH

SCHOOL

Outdoor Learning 
Environments:



PDP/PSR Alternatives

Criteria and Preferred Schematic Design

Selection Planning



Somervi l le  High School
E x i s t i n g  C i rc u l a t i o n



Somervi l le  High School
H i s t o r i c  A s s e t s



Somervi l le  High School
“ Va l u a b l e ”  H i g h  Q u a l i t y  F a c a d e s



Somervi l le  High School
C o s t  E f f e c t i v e  H i g h  S c h o o l  A s s e t s



Somervi l le  High School
“ P o o r  Q u a l i t y ”  H i g h  S c h o o l  A s s e t s



Construct ion Al ternates



Alt 2
Alternative 2 – Addition / 
Renovation

Renovate 1986 CTE 
Wing & Southern 
Portions of 1895/1929 
Classrooms

New Auditorium & 
Cafeteria

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 2
Alternative 2 – Addition / 
Renovation

Renovate 1986 CTE 
Wing & Southern 
Portions of 1895/1929 
Classrooms

New Auditorium & 
Cafeteria

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 3
Alternative 3 – Addition / 
Renovation

Renovate 1986 CTE 
Wing & Southern 
Portions of 1895/1929 
Classrooms

Renovate Auditorium

New Cafeteria

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 4
Alternative 4 – Addition / 
Renovation

Concourse Approach

Enclosed / Open Central 
Circulation and Activity 
Space – Incorporates 
Cafeteria

Renovate 1986 CTE 
Wing & 1895/1929        
B Wing

Renovate Auditorium

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 4a
Alternative 4a – Addition 
/ Renovation

Campus Approach

Renovate 1986 
Gymnasium & 1895 
Building

Renovate Auditorium

New Cafeteria

New Disconnected 
Buildings

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 4b
Alternative 4b – Addition 
/ Renovation

Build HS to East Site

Enclosed / Open Central 
Circulation and Activity 
Space – Incorporates 
Cafeteria

Renovate 1986 Field 
House & CTE Spaces 
below Wing & D Wing 
(1929 War Memorial)

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Alt 5
Alternative 5 – New 
Construction

Demolish Existing High 
School and Build 
Completely New on the 
Existing High School Site

Phased Construction

Const ruc t ion  A l te r na tes



Project Schedule



June 2016

Submission of 

Feasibility Study 

to MSBA

Fall 2021

Full Occupancy of 

New High School

January 2017
MSBA Board Vote 

for SHS Schematic 

Design Submission

(Module 5)

March 2018 (est.)

Start of 

Construction

(All new model)

November 2014

SHS Accepted 

into MSBA 

Feasibility Study

March 2015

Owner’s Project 

Manager (PMA) 

Selected

July 2015

Designer 

(SMMA) 

Selected

January 2014

SHS Submits 

Statement of 

Interest to MSBA

Updated Project  Schedule

20212020201920182017201620152014

MODULE 1 MODULE 2 MODULE 3 MODULE 4 MODULE 6 MODULE 7MSBA 

MODULES

Today
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Frequently Asked Questions: 

Q: Where can I obtain more information about the 
project?

A: A project web site has been established for the 
project, and will be continuously updated with project 
information. The web site address is: 

http://www.somervillema.gov/highschool/



Thank you!


